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a similar direction was the opposite of any advance on the
part of the Vienna cabinet towards a desire for the dual
rule; Austria passed to the order of the day over the
head of Prussia's proposal in 1862, and with the diametri-
cally opposite course of initiating the convocation of the
Frankfort 'Diet of Princes/ by which King William and
his cabinet were surprised at Gastein at the beginning of
August.

According to Frobel,1 who regards himself as the
originator of the congress of princes, and who doubtless
was initiated in the preliminaries, the rest of the German
princes were not aware of the Austrian scheme until they
received the invitation dated July 31. It is, however,
likely that von Varnbiiler, who was subsequently Wur-
temberg minister, had been in some degree admitted to
the secret. In the summer of 1863 that able and hard-
working politician showed an inclination to renew the
relations that had formerly existed between us through
the intervention of our common friend, von Below of
Hohendorf. He engaged me to meet him on July 12, and
at his desire the interview took place secretly at a little
place in Bohemia west of Carlsbad. The only impres-
sion I retained of the interview was that he wished rather
to sound me than to offer suggestions on the German
question. The economic financial questions on which he
in 1878 gave me the valuable assistance of his special
knowledge, and of his powers of work, were already occu-
pying a foremost place in his ideas, and he especially
leaned to a Great-German policy with a corresponding
customs union.
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